Summer Hill Assignment 18


1. What is the guiding question(s) for your research project?
After the last meeting with my research group, I have finally shaped my question to fit what I am genuinely interested in finding out. The reason behind the shift in my question came from the recent data that I collected from my students. The guiding question for my research is, does the performance and/or attitudes of students differ when the format of formative assessments vary?

2. What have you learned so far from working on your study? 
So far in conducting my student interviews I have learned that students are the greatest data source when you are researching them. I asked my students who would be interested in being interviewed by me on the topic of the EOC. About ten students signed up for a time and they all came at individual times. In many ways I have to admit that I didn’t think their answers would be cohesive and relatable. But many of them gave answers that taught me to really rely on the perspective of students. I have also learned that when creating surveys to make sure that your questions aren’t opened ended. I have found this doesn’t give your data a chance to speak for itself.
3. How are you going to collect data now?
After completing the student interviews, I wrote down quotes from students in my log. Currently, I am working on the actual assessment that I will use in my research. This assessment is not replacing the EOC, but will be EOC like. Other parts of my data collection include: plus and delta poll using sticky notes, capturing student talk during class and while I’m on hall duty, and creating a pre and post survey on the day of the test. On my last research plan I mentioned having focus groups with students which may still be an option if the pre and post surveys aren’t helpful. 

4. Why this method of data collection?
The actual assessment is important because it will give a comparison of how the students performed on both formats of assessments. The plus/delta poll will give me an overall sense of how students view tests and what type of test works for them. I am really excited about the pre and post surveys with the hopes of catching authentic perspectives on student’s feelings of test. The student talk is imperative because listening to students when they think you aren’t listening also gives an authentic perspective. 

5. Who can help you? What relevant literature or other resources will inform your project? 
I have decided to use my PLC members who also teach Civics, my mentor teacher who has observed me on many occasions. More importantly my research group will play a major role in my work. I will continue to use the MacLean and Mohr text as a guide and the articles listed in my annotated bibliography. 

6. How are you going to analyze your data? 
I will analyze my data using Venn diagrams and a chart. Also I will categorize comments from students, teachers, and administrators. Also for the analysis I will include my assumptions and speculations along with looking for trends in my data. Another part of my data analysis will include creating themes and looking for patterns in my students performance and attitude. 


7. What will be your next steps? My next steps include continuing my research log, implementing the plus and delta poll, finish the assessment and writing the pre and post surveys for the test. 
